
Fast Facts:  

Did you know? 

 The cost to apply for US 

citizenship (naturalization) is 

$675 per adult. This amount 

must accompany an application 

unless a waiver is granted 

because the applicant meets a 

means test for extreme poverty 
 As of September 2009, the 

Tampa US Citizenship and 

Immigration Office takes 5 

months to process a 

naturalization application 

 In Pinellas County, with a US 

census estimated population of 

910,260 in 2008, about 9.5% of 

the residents are foreign born 

 Nationally, the USCIS receives an 

average of 750,000 annual 

filings for naturalization 
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We marvel at all the little things 

a baby does for the first time:  

the infant’s first smiles; the 

baby’s first words; the toddler’s 

graduation from diapers; the 

child’s first day of school.  How 

we beam as he or she brings 

home artwork, writing samples, 

book reports. 

Project Prosper has been my 

“baby” for the past several years 

and, as with any baby, I am 

constantly amazed as it takes 

new steps and grows in new 

ways.  Let me share with you 

some of Project Prosper’s new 

steps: 

We have produced our first 

Annual Report which summarizes 

Taking Baby Steps 
  our accomplishments and provides 

information about our finances.  

As you’ll read elsewhere in this 

newsletter, we congratulated the 

first borrowers to complete 

our loan and savings program. 

We’ve redesigned our website.  It 

is now more user-friendly and has 

lots more information, including a 

page full of useful links to financial 

education and related resources.  

Project Prosper is proud to be 

working with the City of St. 

Petersburg, the Wealth Building 

Coalition of Pinellas County, the 

Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 

and the FDIC, to organize Bank on 

St. Petersburg (BOSP).               

St. Petersburg was selected as 

one of 20 cities nationwide to 

launch the “Bank On” program, 

the purpose of which is to bank 

the unbanked and the under 

banked.  

It is estimated that 18,000 

individuals in St. Petersburg lack a 

checking account. They spend 

about 5% of their income paying 

fees to cash checks and remit 

payments to others. Project 

Prosper will help the unbanked 

and under banked immigrant 

population in St. Petersburg learn 

about BOSP and associated 

financial education opportunities. 

- Robin Warren 
 Co-Founder and Secretary 

 

 A First: Mr. & Mrs. Napuli complete loan program 

In 2003, George and Lola Napuli 

and two young children 

immigrated to the US from the 

Philippines. Their daughter now 

serves in the military; their son is 

in middle school.   Both George 

and Lolita work at low-level but 

steady jobs in a St. Petersburg 
nursing home.  

Five years later they sought and 

received free assistance from 

Gulfcoast Legal Services in filling 

out their citizenship applications. 

Since their income was too high 

for a fee waiver and they did not 

have the necessary funds on 

hand, Gulfcoast referred them to 

Project Pro$per.  The Napulis 

received a $1350 loan to fund 

their citizenship applications. As 

part of their loan, they paid their 

obligatory savings and monthly 

payments on time and completed 

a financial literacy course by 

March 2009. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Napuli pictured 

along with Project Prosper Board 

members (right) said in their 

celebration speech, “Thanks to 

Project Prosper approval, we 

acquired the loan required for the 

citizenship fee, and we pass the 

interview last December 9, 2008 

and are American citizens now.” 

 

Pictured above (from left to right): 

Robin Warren – PP Co-Founder and 

Secretary, Michael Walters – Former 

PP Board Member, Mrs. and Mr. 

Napuli, Ann Haendel – PP Co-Founder 

and VP Loans    

 

 

 

 

 

Our Newest Community 

Partners 

 

 Tampa Bay Community 

Development Corporation 

 St. Petersburg Neighborhood 

Housing Services 

 Pinellas County Schools ESOL 

Family Outreach 

 Dixie Hollins Adult Education 

Center ESOL Adult Program 

 

For a complete list of 

Community Partners, go to 

www.projectprosper.org/partners.

html 

    FFeeeell  ffrreeee  ttoo  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  aa  ffrriieenndd    

http://www.projectprosper.org/PresMessage/Annual%20Report%20Project%20Pro$per%202008.pdf
http://www.projectprosper.org/
http://www.bankonstpete.org/
http://www.bankonstpete.org/
http://www.tampabaycdc.org/
http://www.tampabaycdc.org/
http://www.stpetenhs.org/Default.asp
http://www.stpetenhs.org/Default.asp
http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/esol/outreach.html
http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/esol/outreach.html
http://www.dhaec.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
http://www.dhaec.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
http://www.projectprosper.org/partners.html
http://www.projectprosper.org/partners.html
mailto:myfriend@email.com?subject=Check%20out%20Project%20Prosper:%20http://www.projectprosper.org/newsletter/Newsletter%20Dec%2009.pdf


 
 

Many thanks to our many contributors who have made it possible for us to begin and grow Project Pro$per through 2009 
 

 Bank of America awarded Project Prosper co-founder Ann Haendel the Bank of America Local Hero Award. Project Prosper was 
chosen as her charity of choice to receive the $5,000 award. Click here to Read More. 
 

 ²Ŝƭƭǎ CŀǊƎƻκ²ŀŎƘƻǾƛŀ ƎŀǾŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tǊƻǎǇŜǊ ϷтΣллл ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tǊƻǎǇŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ. 
 

 Raymond James Bank gave Project Prosper $1,650 to fund its first 
Raymond James Bank Loan of $1,500 (the remaining $150 will fund 
the matched savings once loan is paid off). Recent Cuban refugee, 
Nelson Fernandez Guethon of Pinellas Park became the first recipient 
of this loan.  Mr. Guethon will use the funds to obtain permanent 
residence status, putting him on the path to U.S. citizenship. 

 

 

 Pictured Left: Nelson 
Fernandez Guethon 
receiving his loan check 
from Lydia Rice of 
Raymond James Bank 
and member of the PP 
Loan Committee. 
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Project Pro$per taught a series of 8 one-

hour classes for Mr. Cantore’s evening 

Adult ESOL students at Tomlinson Adult 

Learning Center.  A total of 22 students 

from all corners of the world attended 

some portion of the classes. Of those, 9 

students attended at least 6 of the classes 

and therefore earned a course completion 

certificate.   

Since we began offering classes last year, 

about 100 adult immigrants from 35 

different countries have attended our 

Money Smart classes.  We’ve awarded 40 

course completion certificates. 

Sharon Snow, Evening Coordinator at 

Tomlinson Adult Learning Center, 

remarked, “Our students have loved all of 

the presenters in the program.  The 

information is so invaluable that many of 

Money Smart Classes: Tomlinson Adult Evening ESOL 
 

 

the students do not miss a session.  I knew 

they were committed when they attended 

one evening in the pouring rain.  You have 

a great group of dedicated presenters and 

it was a pleasure to work with each and 

every one of them.  I do look forward to 

doing this again.”

Pictured above: Mr. Cantore’s (front row far 

right) ESOL adult class at Tomlinson Learning 

Center  

Mike Cantore, further commented:  “The 

lessons provided good, practical, and useful 

skills for their lives… Project Prosper has 

provided an invaluable resource for my ESOL 

students.  And, the ability for students to 

contact Project Prosper with any questions in 

the future is a plus” 

Most of the adult ESOL students already have 

checking accounts and many already have 

credit cards by the time their English is strong 

enough to be able to take Project Prosper’s 

Money Smart course.  After taking the course, 

however, they understand how to be savvy 

consumers. They know how to shop for the 

best accounts for their needs, how to use 

banking services wisely and what their rights 

are as consumers.  Students express a feeling 

of empowerment and confidence in 

navigating the financial system. 

There are two easy ways you can also help Project Prosper keep assisting recent immigrants with financial 

education and loans.  
 

1. Go to www.projectprosper.org and click DONATE NOW to make your tax-deductible contribution to 

Project Pro$per. Or mail your contribution to Project Pro$per, PO Box 8411, Madeira Beach, FL 33738. 

2. Email us at info@projectprosper.com to get involved in a number of unique activities from mentoring a 

borrower to teaching financial literacy classes. We are always in need of volunteers! 
 

 

You Can Help Too!   

Project Pro$per is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Contributions to Project 

Pro$per are tax-deductible as allowable by the law. 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 

THE DIVIDION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352, TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE 

STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY 

THE STATE.  REGISTRATION # CH23333 

 

Project Pro$per Board Members 
 Ann Haendel – Co-Founder and Vice President of Loans 
 Robin Warren – Co-Founder and Secretary 
 Lola Walker – Vice President of Development 
 Molly Brantz – Financial Literacy Coordinator 
 David Schanzer – Treasurer 
 Miksi McNulty – Communications Coordinator 
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http://www.tampabay.com/news/business/article1051546.ece
http://www.projectprosper.org/
https://npo.networkforgood.org/Donate/Donate.aspx?npoSubscriptionId=1000224&code=website%202008
mailto:info@projectprosper.com
mailto:myfriend@email.com?subject=Check%20out%20Project%20Prosper:%20http://www.projectprosper.org/newsletter/Newsletter%20Dec%2009.pdf

